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^^MOTHERS OF SERVICEMENS^ SALUTE-OUR FLAG 


AMERICANISM THROUGH 
ATHLETICS 

From the moment when Heavyweight 
Champion George Foreman took out and 
proudly waved the American flag on the 
final Saturday night of the Olympic games 
in Mexico to the Apollo Astronauts who 
stood at attention during the flag raising 
at the Super Bowl in Miami, sports and 
love of country seemed to go hand-in- 
hand. 

On New Year’s Day during half-time 
at both the Sugar Bowl and the Cotton 
Bowl, the theme was patriotic—an over¬ 
all grand design. There were John Phil¬ 
lip Sousa Marches, patriotic readings, a 
stadium resounding with the singing of 
"Battle Hymn of the Republic", and a 
flag that was unfurled to reach from one 
forty-yard line to the other! 

There was a fitting climax to that first 
day of 1969 at the Rose Bowl in Pasa¬ 
dena where ONE HUNDRED THOU¬ 
SAND FLAGS were held high and proud¬ 
ly waved while the "Star Spangled Ban¬ 
ner" was played. Although this stirring 
scene wasn’t seen on TV in this country 
(because the Cotton Bowl game ran over¬ 
time) it was shown world-wide via Satel¬ 
lite. Letters and messages sent to Marv 
Gray of KABC radio who helped spear¬ 
head the event told how Americans in 
Greece, Denmark, France and other coun¬ 
tries wept with joy at this wonderful 
sight. 

Mr. Joe Hendrickson, Sports Editor of 
the Pasadena Star-News has come up 
with the suggestion that this type of "flag 
waving" be done at all major sports 
events. MOTHERS OF SERVICEMEN 
heartily agree! Mr. Hendrickson wrote, 
"This is the kind of demonstration Ameri¬ 
cans should show the world — united 
pride in our flag and that for which it 
stands.” Amen! 


It’s Just A Piece of Cloth 



That is all if is—just a piece of cloth. But 
when a little breeze comes along, it stirs 
and comes to life and flutters and snaps in 
the wind, all RED. AND WHITE. AND BLUE! 
And then you realize that no other piece of 
cloth could be like it! 

It has your whole life wrapped up in it— 
the meals you eat; the time you spend with 
your family; the kind of things your boy 
and girl learn at school; the strange and 
wonderful thoughts you get in church on 
Sunday. 

Those stars in it—they make you feel just 
as free as the stars in the wide deep night. 
And those stripes—they are bars of blood 
to any dictator who would try to change 
this way of life. 

Just a piece of cloth, that is all—until 
you put your soul into it, and give it mean¬ 
ing. Then it is a symbol of liberty, and de¬ 
cency, and fair-dealing for everyone. It is 
just a piece of cloth until we breathe life 
into it! until we make it stand for everything 
we believe in, and refuse to live without it. 

Author unknown 


VIVA LA VIVA! 

MOTHERS OF SERVICEMEN 
AGAIN SALUTES VIVA (Victory in 
Vietnam Association). In our January is¬ 
sue of "WE CARE", we wrote of the 
University of Southern California chap¬ 
ter of VIVA that baked and sent 120,000 
cookies to Vietnam. This month we wish 
to honor the chapter at Los Angeles City 
College. 

Militant groups, some campus connect- 
(Cont. on Page 2) 


HE CARES TOO! 

PRESIDENT THIEU of the Re- 
public of Viet Nam addressed the open¬ 
ing session of the WORLD ANTI-COM¬ 
MUNIST LEAGUE which met in Saigon 
from December 15-21, 1968, stating: 

"The people of Vietnam also see that due to 
the crucial position of their country, if the 
communists win the war here, not only South¬ 
east Asia, but the peace of the whole world 
will be seriously threatened. Recognizing the 
importance of the situation here, the Vietnamese 
have really accepted a most dangerous and 
painful challenge for the benefit of the whole 
human race. They obviously fight, not only for 
their people's right to live, or for their country's 
future peace, but also for all mankind. For Viet¬ 
nam is not the final aim of the communists: it 
is merely part of the strategy they employ on 
the way to their final objective of conquering 
the world. Consequently, for many years the 
Vietnamese have been engaged in a war with 
a world-communist block, not with a regional 
communist force. In an effort to prevent an 
awful disaster in our age, this country has 
played the role of a bastion protecting an im¬ 
mense rear, the Free World . . . 

"Already, many countries have responded to 
our call. Their support, aid, and cooperation . .. 
have contributed greatly to the success of the 
Vietnamese fight. For that precious assistance, 
they receive the gratitude of the Vietnamese 
people and all mankind." 


MEMORIAL CHAPEL DEDICATED 

DONG TAM—A well-known Biblical 
passage has been carried out by infantry¬ 
men from the 9th Division’s 6th Bat¬ 
talion, 31st Infantry "Take heed now; for 
the Lord hath chosen thee to build a 
house for the sanctuary: be strong and do 
it." 

On December 27, 1968, the chapel 
planned and built by the men was dedi¬ 
cated. Chiseled into each pillar is a cross. 
A bell tower was constructed in front. 
On one cement pillar a plaque will be 
placed with the inscription: "In memory 
of the brave men of the 6th Battalion, 
31st Infantry who fell on the battlefield 
helping to preserve Freedom." 
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GRIN AND BEAR IT ^ “WE CARE" DEDICATED 


A member of Headquarters, 13th 
CAB, recently received an article written 
by Cliff Milnor from his home town 
newspaper, The Ft. Wayne Journal Gaz¬ 
ette. It’s about a Vietnam returnee who 
piloted a Chinook helicopter. This is 
his story. 

’’One day he was ordered to transport 
a loaded water truck to a camp near the 
battle zone. The task was completed 
without incident. When he had deposit¬ 
ed the truck, he was asked to take back 
an empty water truck which had a flat 
tire. It was sitting on another portion 
of the helicopter pad. 

"Special pads are needed for the Chin¬ 
ook helicopters because of the terrific 
blast from the powerful tv^dn rotors. 
Without the special pads the huge 'cop¬ 
ters create damaging dirt storms. The 
rotors create winds of near tornadic ve¬ 
locity. 

"The pilot hocked onto the empty 
truck and began his ascent. He had it 
some distance off the ground when his 
co-pilot shouted: "Hey, we picked up 
an outhouse, too." 

"The outdoor latrine, w’hich had been 
constructed too close to the helicopter 
pad, had been caught in the suction 
created by the rotor blades and was riding 
along on its side in the air. The door 
was closed. 

"Gosh, suppose anybody’s inside it?" 
he asked his co-pilot. "I’ll put it down 
gently just in case." ’ 

"He eased the load back to the ground 
and, free of the suction, the outhouse 
dropped back to earth. Anxiously, they 
w'aited for a sign of occupanty, which 
came quickly. 

"A man’s head popped out, then his 
body. He was struggling to pull up his 
drawers which were full of sand. With 
one hand he secured his shorts and shook 
his fist at the helicopter with the other. 

"The pilot never did find out who his 
hitchhiker was. In fact, he didn’t stay 
around after he saw his unintended victim 
was unhurt." 

(With special thanks to THE GUAR¬ 
DIAN, Can Tho, Vietnam.) 

(My son brought this paper back after 
his tour of duty with the 336th Aslt. 
Helo. Co. was over. If you come across 
any funny or interesting articles, please 
send them on to us. Ed.) 


After hearing all the g(K)d news about 
the prisoner who escaped from the Viet 
Cong after five years, we wrote to I'exas 
asking for more information and a pic¬ 
ture. For these we are grateful but the 
best part was the bonus letter that follows: 

Dear Mrs. Sutherland, 

My most sincere thanks to you and the 
MOTHERS OF SERVICEMEN for conveying the 
message, "We Care". With that unique in¬ 
tuition granted only to a mother, you have 
come upon the one thing which is most im¬ 
portant to our people serving in Viet Nam, and 
for that matter, our people serving anywhere 
m the world; knowledge that there ARE those 
at home who care. 

I am fortunate that in my home there exists 
such a closeness that even though I was 
physically separated from my family and friends, 

I never doubted that there were those who 
cared. At times, because of the constant de¬ 
luge of propaganda by the Viet Cong concern¬ 
ing the campus riots, disorders, anti-war dem¬ 
onstrations, dissention within the government, 
draft card burners, and deserters, I sometimes 
wondered just how many people really cared 
and how many people actually supported our 
efforts in Viet Nam. The Viet Cong make maxi¬ 
mum possible use of all U.S. news media report¬ 
ing anti-war, anti-government, anti-U.S. in VN 
type news. For a ROW, it is a lonely world, 
made more so when one hears of opposition 
and non-support from the very people for 
whom we were fighting. 

No one hates war more than those who are 
face to face with the killing, the maiming, the 
destruction. No one has a greater desire for 
peace. I am sorry that there are those in the 
United States who take advantage of the free¬ 
dom and privileges granted under our form 
of government and seek to destroy that which 
protects them . . . offering no better alterna¬ 
tive in return. I am certain that your efforts 
to assure those in combat that they are sup¬ 
ported by the American people, that their 
sacrifices are not in vain, provides the moral 
support and strength essential in gaining vic¬ 
tory. 

There are those here in America who scoff 
at Faith in God. This is their privilege. You will 
find very few, if any. men who have faced 
death that do not have a deep belief that 
there is a Supreme Being. Perhaps it is not 
fully understood, perhaps the ritual of our 
Churches still seems unclear, but the Com¬ 
munion of one man and his God is stronger 
than any dogma. Those who have not tried to 
understand or have denounced Faith as a weak¬ 
ness confine themselves to a very small, mun¬ 
dane existence. 

Thank you very much for considering an issue 
which would mention me. It will be an honor 
to be included in your publication. 

Sincerely, 

JAMES N. ROWE 

Maj. US Special Forces 



MAJOR JAMES N. ROWE 

For the sheer courage in staying physi¬ 
cally alive, yes, even when it meant trap¬ 
ping frogs, snakes and wild animals to 
add to the diet of rice and fish, we salute 
you. For your clear-thinking as expressed 
when you said, "You do anything to keep 
your mind occupied. Your mental attitude 
is what determines whether you live or 
die", we honor you. But for volunteering 
to return to Vietnam because you feel 
your intimate knowledge of the VC 
should be put to use, we humbly dedicate 
this issue to you. MAJOR JAMES N. 
ROWE, because by this act alone you 
show— how much YOU CARE. 

Mary Sutherland, Editor 
(Mother of an ex-ser\-iceman) 


OUR HERITAGE 

"And this high courage I give unto my 
children— 

Forget not, fail not. 

Shape the years to come 

That those who gave us our great heritage 

Shall not be shamed. 

Lift up your hearts and live greatly 
That the strong spirit of our mighty 
dead may 

Seem to live again in your children and 
sway 



Far in the future—equal destinies." 

Thomas Wood Stevens 



IT WILL NE^ER 00 THATJN THE 
NINTH CHAPTER OF GENESIS, 
600 pmieW NOAH that (dOULD 
never happen A6AINANO THE 6(6N 
OF THE PROMISE 1$ THE RAlNBOO).. 



MDuVe taken a 6 REAT 

LOAD OFF MV MlMD... 
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